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ConventIon Hall

twenty-SeventH annual CommenCement

Wichita high school 
northeast Magnet

Wichita Public Schools’ One Hundred and Fortieth Annual Commencement



mISSIon of nortHeaSt magnet HIgH SCHool

The mission of Northeast Magnet High School is to provide a 
program of studies for students interested in science, visual 

arts, or law and public service. The magnet areas, along with 
an academic core, present an interdisciplinary, integrated 

curriculum, utilizing technology and annual magnet projects 
to create a focused education that empowers students to 
engage the world creatively, critically, and responsibly.

ClaSS of 2018 motto

Let us make our futures now, 
and let us make our dreams 

tomorrow's reality.  
~ Malala Yousafzai



SenIor ClaSS offICerS
Sania Saeed, President

Jianna Cousin, Vice President
Shania Tran, Secretary

Abraham Arias, Treasurer
Cameron Greene, STUCO Representative

Madison Lang, STUCO Representative

Board of eduCatIon

Mike Rodee, President

Ben Blankley  Julie Hedrick  Ernestine Krehbiel 
Sheril Logan   Stan Reeser  Ron Rosales

Dr. Alicia Thompson, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Tiffinie Irving, Deputy Superintendent of Schools

Gil Alvarez, Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Schools
Robert Garner, Executive Director of Secondary Schools

Dr. Neil Guthrie, Assistant Superintendent Student Support Services

dIStrICt leaderSHIp



Processional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Pomp and Circumstance” by Elgar

Presentation of Colors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Marine Corps JROTC
2ndLt M. Cook, GySgt E. Garancosky, LCpl M. Huynh, LCpl P. Porcaro

Pledge of Allegiance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sania Saeed, Class President

Call to Order  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Salutatorian
Jessica Reth

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matt Creasman, Principal

Special Guests. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ernestine Krehbiel, BOE Member
Robert Garner, Executive Director of Secondary Schools

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Valedictorians
Kendal Davis, Maryanna Donaldson, Adriana Ramos, Sania Saeed

Victor Si-Ooh, Alexia Van, Chase Williams, Hayden Witt

Senior Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Larisa Wolff

Band Performance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Danse Bohemien  
By Randall D. Standridge

Senior Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kayla Johnson

Senior Recognition   

Visual Arts Award  . . . . . . . . . . . . Jenny Long, Visual Arts Magnet Chair

Law & Public Service Award  . . . . . . . . . Cheryl Witt,  Law Magnet Chair

Science Award  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Troy Criss, Science Magnet Chair

Presentation of Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matt Creasman, Principal

Acceptance of Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ernestine Krehbiel, BOE Member

Awarding of Diplomas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matt Creasman, Principal

Recessional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Please reunite with your graduate outside

program



nortHeaSt admInIStratIon

Matt Creasman, Principal
Becky Sailor, Assistant Principal
Ernie Sweat, Assistant Principal

faCulty and Staff
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Ryan Alford
Heidi Becker 

Nathan Bengston
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Gary Buck
Mike Burns
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Jackie Collins
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Curt Melzer
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Lee Moore
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LaShay Powell
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Rebecca Simmons
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Carissa Wissman
Cheryl Witt

Elizabeth Woolever 
Elex Wright

Mary Beth Zerr
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medalS & Honor CordS
Art Magnet Medal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Purple  Ribbon
Science Magnet Medal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Silver  Ribbon
Law & Public Service Magnet Medal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Black  Ribbon
National Honor Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gold Cord
International Thespian Society. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Blue & Gold Cord
Student Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Silver Cord
National Spanish Honor Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Red & Gold Cord
National Art Honor Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Multi Cord
UNICEF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Light Blue Cord

natIonal Honor SoCIety SenIor memBerS
Adriana Ramos, President

Hayden Witt, Vice President
Angela Potvin, Secretary

Sydney Fletcher, Treasurer
Noely Urbina, Student Council Representative

Kylee Blau
Adrian Boydston

Kelly Dang
Kendal Davis
Ariel Dillon

Christel Forcha
Julia Huynh

Teaghan Johnson
Farhin Khan

Nor Reza Mohammadipour
Corbin Prichard

Kemberleigh Purvis
Jessica Reth
Bishop Rice

Sania Saeed
Shania Tran
Alexia Van

Daniella VanderZiel
Chase Williams
Larissa Wolff
Julia Young

JunIor uSHerS
Payton Coleman

Keaton Davis
Tatum Ernt

Kamren Hall
Sydney Mansaw

Tommy Nguyen
Evan Saga

Michelle Tong

Lauren Veach
Addy Wendt



HIStory of nortHeaSt magnet HIgH SCHool

Northeast Magnet High School for science and art opened in 1990 as the first 
magnet high school in Wichita with 395 students. The school provided specialized 
programs in science and visual arts. Magnet projects utilizing technology, block 
scheduling, college prep emphasis, and smaller learning committees were significant 
innovations. In 1996 NEM merged with the Downtown Law Magnet program.

In 1990 the students selected the school colors to be navy blue and silver. 
The Griffin was chosen as the mascot to represent the two distinct elements 
of art and science as represented by the lion and the eagle. United Way, spirit 
week, magnet mania, magnet day, project fairs, and senior show have been 
significant events throughout the years that have built strong school traditions. 

In August 2012 NEM moved to a new state-of-the-art building. As part of this 
move the schools colors were changed to purple and silver. This change reflects the 
overall design of the new building while holding the tradition of the Griffin mascot.
 
NEM has been recognized by the US Department of Education as a "New 
American High School", the James Institute for Effective schools, the Senatorial 
Award for Excellence in Art, and US News & World Report as the top high school 
in South-Central Kansas. The students of NEM have consistently performed at 
very high levels on state and national assessments. Over 85% of any graduating 
class goes on to attend college. As a result of these and other accomplishments, 
NEM is considered one of the top high schools in the state and nation.
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